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¢ The Messenger

St. Patrick (389-461) and Lent

When you hear “St. Patrick’s Day” what do you think of? Wearing the green? Corned
Beef and Cabbage? The infamous green beer your local pub may be serving? With
the Irish diaspora, St. Patrick’s Day has turned into a day of national pride even for
those who have no Irish blood in them instead of a day to reflect on what St. Patrick
believed and what he did. In fact, the act he is most famous for, driving all the snakes
out of Ireland, is an apocryphal achievement.

At the age of 16, Patrick was taken captive by Irish raiders and sold into slavery in
Ireland. It was a shock from his relative comfortable life to a life where he was not
considered to be of more worth than the sheep he tended. Six years after his capture,
he made an escape back to his family in England. Those six years changed Patrick.
He went into the priesthood. It is during this time, Patrick began to hear Irish voices
calling him to come back to Ireland. Eventually, he is given permission to go back to
Ireland as a missionary.

For 30 years, Patrick was a wandering Bishop bringing Christianity to Ireland. Lots of
stories abound in those years, but the scope of his achievements is a historical record.
Patrick set up a network of churches and monasteries, ordained native Irish clergy, and
baptized tens of thousands of people. His work has earned him the title, the Patron
Saint of Ireland.

What is most important is the war in which love won over bitterness and anger in
Patrick’s heart. If the memory of this dimension of St. Patrick’s life had long ago
become a feature of his feast day celebration, it might be truly said that there are no
serpents left in Ireland.
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African Children’s Choir will be here on Wednesday, March 24
for dinner at 5:00 and a concert in our sanctuary at 6:30. You
will not want to miss this spectacular group of 23 elementary
aged children from Uganda and Kenya as they present English
and native African songs and dances. A free will offering will be
taken during the concert. Professionally produced posters are
available at the church office advertising this free concert.
Please stop by and pick one up to take to your favorite place of
business.

8 Host Families are needed to house the visiting children and
chaperones from the African Children’s Choir. Each guest home
will need to have a minimum of 2 bedrooms. Two homes need
to be pet free. The African Children’ Choir organization has
detailed guidelines for host families. Please email

wendy.music@sfstjohnsumc.org if you can be a host family.

Volunteer Assistants needed during the African Children’s
Choir visit. Volunteers are needed to escort the children and
chaperones around our facility on Wednesday, March 24 from
approximately 1:00 through the dinner hour. Please email
Wendy if you can help.

Maundy Thursday Worship, April 1, 6:30. This multisensory experience will begin in the sanctuary with a
brief service of healing and cleansing. You will then move through two other rooms designed to have you
experience journeying with Christ ending in the Gathering Room where we will share the Last Supper and a
dramatization of scripture.

Two Worship opportunities on Good Friday, April 2; 12:15 in the Chapel and 6:30 in the Sanctuary for

Tenebrae. This service of shadows, will be accompanied by members of Concordia Santa Fe Wind
Ensemble, St. John’s combined adult choirs and Debra Poulin, bassoonist, as guest soloist.

Easter Worship Opportunites: All services will take place in the sanctuary. 7:00 Sunrise Worship with
Youth hand bell choir, 8:30 and 11:00 with combined adult choirs and an Easter wind ensemble comprised
of members of St. John’s along with members of Concordia Santa Fe and others from the community.

Adult Choir Rehearsal will be Tuesday, March 23 from 6:00-8:00 instead of Wednesday, so we can enjoy
the African Children’s Choir Concert.

Easter Wind and Percussion Ensemble will rehearse with the combined adult choirs on Saturday, March
28, in the Choir Hall and Sanctuary from 1:00-5:00.
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HAITI RELIEF UPDATE!

St. John’s has shown an extraordinary outpouring
of love and support to the Haitian people, through
their generous giving to UMCOR'’s Haiti Relief
project. St. John’s has written a check, given
through our church family to UMCOR in the amount
of $ 4,211, and the Nephesh Sunday School Class
has collected and will be sending many personal
hygiene products through UMCOR this week.
Several others of you have donated to UMCOR
directly.

| spoke with Kathy Anderson at the NM Annual
Conference this past week. She has informed me
that to date the conference has received a total of
$151,750 as well as goods and offers of service to
Haiti.

This Sunday and next, there will be specially printed
Contribution Statements in our Narthex, for those of
our church family who gave us funds earmarked to
Haiti Relief. The statements only show what was
given to Haiti, specifically, because President
Obama signed Public Law 111-126 into effect,
which allows taxpayers to make cash contributions
to Haiti relief programs until March 1, 2010, and
claim those contributions on their 2009 income tax
return. Any donations given through St. John’s
UMC this coming Sunday, will be added to your
contribution statements, and those statements will
be reprinted.

Further donations to support UMCOR'’s Haiti Relief
efforts can be made to Haiti Emergency, UMCOR

Advance #418325. Donations can be made online
at www.gbgm-umc.org, or placed in the offering this
Sunday.

The New Mexico Conference is blessed to have
one of its own in Haiti serving UMCOR, in the
person of Melissa Crutchfield, daughter of Bishop
Charles Crutchfield and his wife, now in the
Arkansas Area.

It says something about the extraordinary devotion
of our United Methodist family that Melissa and
others continue to work in Haiti even after the death
of Sam Dixon, who was her boss and one she knew
very well. Haiti relief is not just about money: it is a
spiritual connection through people we know. Let us
continue to pray that God will relieve the pain the
Haitians are suffering, comfort survivors, and bring
about new life through the relief workers and others
who are serving there.

United Methodists all over the world are working
with the Methodist Church in Haiti through UMCOR.
Evaluations in the six church circuits most affected
by the earthquake are being made to determine the
extent of the damage in church communities and
the outlying areas. Each gift you make through
UMCOR is used 100% to help the people of Haiti,
and no portion is ever allocated to overhead or
administrative costs. That’s the blessing of giving to
our connective world-wide relief ministry.

Your Servant in Christ,
Sue Byrne, Church Administrator and Charles Cole,
Outreach Chairperson

Stewardship Moment

How can we all be better stewards during this Lenten season as well as throughout the year?

Stewardship Team has some suggestions:
1. Attend church each Sunday.

Invite and bring someone new to church.
Participate in the Prayer Vigil on Good Friday.

o0k wN

The

Participate in a Small Group of Sunday School class each week.
Spend at least 15-30 minutes a day in quiet time with the Lord in prayer and reading the Bible.
Find where you can best serve the Lord and get involved.
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The Calling of Service to Children-

What is the difference between having a career and heading a calling? When one
selects a career, they focus on the skills, and competencies required by a certain field. But
when someone heeds a call - ones whole heart says, “Serve in this way”. To have a career
that one was called to is a wonderful blessing.

| first heard the call almost thirty years ago, and throughout my life, it has been the
tether that holds me to God. The call transcends all adversity- while allowing time to learn
from mistakes. It raises the striving for higher skills and methods to simplify the spreading of
love. It deepens the commitment to continue on the path.

Seeing the teachers at St. John’s United Methodist Church Tot Learning Center caring
for children with heartfelt love and creative competency is a beautiful experience. We are
among several “child focused” and “play based” centers in Santa Fe. However, even deeper
than that, we strive for tenderness, compassion, and deeply abiding love.

We are very blessed to have so many teachers who are called to serve children at St.
John’s United Methodist Church Tot Learning Center and Preschool. - Maggie Zenn TLC
Director

RESERVE APRIL 25
SANTA FE CROP WALK

Plan now to participate in walking and pledging!

Invest in the Future! The Scholarship Committee is Please write checks payable
looking forward to awarding to St. John’s UMC, with
scholarships to this year’s Scholarship Fund on the

high school senior applicants. Memo line.

We anticipate having a Thank you for your investment
MUCH larger group of in the future!
graduates applying this year
than last year, so we really ﬂ
N4

need your help!

Please consider donating as
an individual, family, Sunday
School Class, or organization.

24 STARS will meet on Monday, March 22 at 11:30 AM in the gathering Room for a
_;"\i;- »  potluck luncheon and program. Paul D’Arcy will present an engaging program on
¥ o Japanese Internment Camps in New Mexico during Word War |l.
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God Squad and Nothing But Nets

The God Squad, the Sunday evening fellowship
group for elementary aged children, learned
about the need for mosquito nets in the African
Congo. Malaria, a mosquito borne iliness is the
number one killer of children age 5 and under.
An insecticide is imbedded into the fabric of
each net creating a chemical repellant in
addition to the physical barrier of the net itself.

The children learned that by giving only ten
dollars a net can be distributed to a child in
need in the Congo. As one first grader wrote on
his poster....”Do you want to eat some pizza, or
save a life? Hmmm?“ We are happy to report
that over $1200 was collected on Sunday,
February 21st for the Congo Net Offering.

CCYM is an event that takes place in the fall and
winter and is for youth by youth. To get a picture of
what camp is like, imagine the types of activities that
occur on fall retreat but with as many teens as you
would find on a mission ftrip.

The camp starts as soon as all the churches arrive
late Friday evening with an introduction to the theme
of the weekend. The next day and a half go by fast,
packed full of awesome activities and games all
designed to bring the youth to a new spiritual level
while making new friends from all over the state and
even parts of Texas!

CCYM The camp has a strange way of pulling people back;
even as you go down the mountain you already start
to think about the next time wondering what new
surprises are in store. | would really encourage
everyone to go at least once and see for yourself
how fun and awesome this trip is.

The Sacramento mountains hardly sound like a
popular teen hangout but twice a year hundreds of
youth flock to these beautiful mountains for a teen
experience that they will never forget.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
It's time to say a very Barbara Mason 5
Happy Birthday to all of you Chris Hall 6
having a March Birthday. .

CAREHDAYS Please let us know of any Walter Zierman 8
changes we need to make. John Marvel 13
Karen Wells 21
Joanne Birdwhistell 3 Kristine Kuebli 23
Sydney Duettra 3 Monelle Otero 26
Mary Jo Metzger 4 Emille Payne 27
Georgia Bruch 5 Crela Rector 27
Jowannah Ellis 30

Culinary Tour d’ st. John’s UMC

Dining our way to Puerto Ricoll

Do you like to entertain? Host a dinner to cultivate communitg and helP our Sr. High

Youth raise funds for their summer mission triP to Puerto Rico!

What YOU need to do:
« Pick a date/theme/menu/# of seats for your dinner event.

. Talk w/Erin bg March 14 to calendar your dinner event.
o Pre-sell tickets to neighbors/?riends outside the church.

What YOUTH will do:

. Advertise/ Promote remaining available seats for your dinner.

« Provide lcitchcn/ server team for Prel:)/ dinner.

Ticket Prices for Your Meal Will Be:

* $20 per person for meal, or...

e $50 per person for meal + quality entertainment (livc music).

*To host a mea!, contact Erin Camec” at 982-5397, ext. 105, or email her at:

erin.youth@sfstjohnsumc.org.
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Your Gifts At a Glance...

Ccs

Reported for the Year through January 31, 2010

First Mile Giving:

Budget:

Year-To-Date Gifts to our Church Ministries

2nd Mile Year-to-Date Gifts:

Faith Promise (Haiti Relief)

Food Pantry

Benevolence Fund (Pastor's Discretionary)
Memorials/Courtesy Committee

Budget Deficit

Other Designated Giving

Year-To-Date Spending to support our Church Ministries

739,098

A &H

P P PO PP P

49,810
56,771

4,436
274
176

1,320

7,541
200

Thank you!

There was an outpouring of support to the UMCOR mission in Haiti.

Our gifts to meet our operating expenses were more than last year, thanks to

the 54 church families that have given to the Budget Deficit so far!

Respectfully,
Sue Byrne
Church Administrator
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March 2010
Monday, March 1st
10 AM Food Pantry N Hallway
6:00 PM SPRC Parlor
6:30 PM Trustees RM. 116
Tuesday, March 2nd
4:00 PM Youth Coffee Hour Java Joe
5:45 PM Family Music Babies SB5
Wednesday, March 3rd
10:30 AM Family Music 3, 4, 5 SB5
5:00 PM Lenten Supper
5:30 PM Stewardship Parlor
6:15PM Lenten study Gathering Rm
6:15 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, March 4th
10:00 AM Food Pantry N Hall
12:15 PM Lenten Service Chapel
5:30 PM TLC Board Parlor
6:30 PM Worship Team Choir Hall
Saturday, March 6th
9:00AM Leadership Tr. Gathering RM
Sunday, March 7th
8:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
9:45 AM Sunday School - Rms Assigned
11:00 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
3:30 PM Asbury Ringers Bell Room
4:30 PM Fiesta Ringers Bell Room
4:30 PM Knitters for Peace Parlor
6:00 PM UMYF
Cancelled God Squad
Monday, March 8th
10:00AM Food Pantry N Hall
Tuesday, March 9th
7:15 UMM Breakfast Tortilla Flats
9:00 AM UMW Ex. Mtg. Library
10:00 AM Martha'’s Circle Parlor
5:45PM Family Music Babies SB5
Wednesday, March 10th
10:30AM Family Music 3, 4, 5 SB5
4:45 PM Finance Gathering RM
5:00 PM Lenten Supper
6:15 PM Lenten study Gathering Rm
6:15PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday , March 11th
10:00AM Food Pantry - N Hall
12:15 PM Lenten Service Chapel
Sunday, March 14th
8:30AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
9:45 AM Sunday School - Rms. Assigned
11:00AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
3:30 PM Asbury Ringers Bell Room
4:30 PM Fiesta Ringers Bell Room

6:00 PM UMYF & God Squad

Monday, March 15th

10:00 AM Food Pantry - N Hall

Tuesday, March 16th

5:45 PM Family Music Babies SB5
Wednesday, March 17th

10:30 AM Family Music 3, 4, 5 SB5

5:00 PM Lenten Supper

6:15PM Lenten Study Gathering Rm
6:15 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 18th

10:00 AM Food Pantry - N Hall
12:15 PM Lenten Service Chapel
Sunday, March 21st

8:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
9:45 AM Sunday School Rms. Assigned
11:00 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
3:30 PM Asbury Ringers Bell Room
4:30 PM Fiesta Ringers Bell Room
6:00 PM UMYF & God Squad

Monday, March 22nd

10 AM Food Pantry N Hallway
Tuesday, March 23nd

7:15AM UMM Breakfast Tortilla Flats
4:00 PM Youth Coffee Hour Java Joe
5:45PM Family Music Babies SB5

6:15 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, March 24th

10:30AM Family Music 3, 4, 5 SB5

5:.00 PM Lenten Supper

6:30 PM African Children’s Choir ~ Sanctuary
Thursday , March 25th

10:00AM Food Pantry N Hall
12:15 PM Lenten Service Chapel
Saturday, March 27th

6:15 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, March 28th

8:30 AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
9:45 AM Sunday School— Rms Assigned
11:.00AM Worship Celebration Sanctuary
3:30 PM Asbury Ringers Bell Room
4:30 PM Fiesta Ringers Bell Room
6:00 PM UMYF & God Squad

Monday, March 29th

10:00AM Food Pantry N Hall

6:30 PM Trustees 116
Tuesday, March 30th

4:00 PM Youth Coffee Hour Java Joe
5:45PM Family Music Babies SB5
Wednesday, March 31st

10:30 AM Family Music 3, 4, 5 SB5

5:00 PM Lenten Supper

6:15 PM Lenten study  Gathering Rm

6:15 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal



